CROMWELL,  LORD  PROTECTOR
it was, they had been given to understand, to bring about
the reign of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity and, more
particularly, to secure the equal distribution of wealth.
Yet the war, with its harsh discipline and its privations
was still going on. And so the Ironsides became the
'Levellers', and claimed the right to help themselves to
what they considered their due. Oliver's answer was
prompt and inflexible. Just as Robespierre, later on,
struck down the Exageres^ so Cromwell drowned his
'lovely companies' in blood, and, so doing, regained his
dominion over the remainder.
Once more he took his sword in hand to pursue, like
the Chosen of the Lord, the fateful path of destiny.
Ireland and Scotland revolted cin the King's name'.
Crossing to Ireland, fired with cbloody wrath', he gained
decisive victories at Drogheda and Wexford, and, by
the time nine months were over, the rising had been
completely repressed. He was now free to deal with
Scotland, on whose forces he inflicted crushing defeats
at Dunbar and Worcester.
Cromwell has now vanquished all his enemies. He is
king in all but name. He takes the name of Lord Pro-
tector. All the power is in his hands. What, then, will
he do with it? Nothing! Literally nothing! He does not
know what form of government to adopt. In his idea,
an organization closely resembling the monarchical
government would be very expedient, and he proceeds
to set up a military regime which seems to the country
at large to be a great deal worse than the despotism of
Charles I. When his discontented followers said, cwe
fought in order that the nation might govern itself
65